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TRIBUTE TO ‘‘EL CONGRESO DE 

LIDERES DE PUERTO RICO’’ 

HON. LUIS G. FORTUÑO 
OF PUERTO RICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

Mr. FORTUÑO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an outstanding group of 
young leaders, ‘‘EI Congreso de Lideres de 
Puerto Rico,’’ whose work should serve as an 
example to us all. Throughout their years of 
hard work and dedication this group of stu-
dents has forged an exemplary path towards 
the future. We all know the importance of 
strong leadership and the benefit it can be-
stow our society, and as we move towards the 
future, it is reassuring to know that admirable 
leadership is alive and well in the lives of our 
younger citizens. It is of great importance to 
recognize the work of those young leaders 
who continuously demonstrate their worth to 
the community by helping others achieve their 
potential, as they strive to fulfill their dreams, 
and enrich our society. 

In 2006, the Puerto Rico State Legislature 
recognized their outstanding service and con-
tributions as part of the ‘‘Week of Business 
and Professionals.’’ In 2006, ‘‘EI Congreso de 
Lideres de Puerto Rico’’ expanded their efforts 
globally and across our Nation by helping to 
establish a sister organization, ‘‘The Congress 
of Leaders of Florida.’’ The Puerto Rico 
Chamber of Commerce has awarded this 
group with the Zenit Award, declaring them 
the Best Education and Leadership program of 
Service to the Community. 

I ask my fellow Members of Congress to 
join me in recognizing this group of young 
leaders and encouraging them to continue 
their work for a better tomorrow. May we all 
learn from their example, hard work and dedi-
cation to our future. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO LOUIS J. PAPAN 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
sadness today to share with my colleagues in 
the House news of the death of a California 
public servant from my home district. Lou 
Papan, known as the ‘‘Dean’’ of the California 
State Assembly, died unexpectedly on Satur-
day, April 28, 2007. He was 78 years old. 

Lou Papan was practically a force of nature 
in state and local politics. His distinguished 
life’s work included service to his country as a 
member of the Armed Forces, his professional 
career with the FBI, a successful banking and 
business experience and ultimately, serving 
two decades as a State Assemblyman from 
California’s 19th District. 

Madam Speaker, this big, burly bear of a 
man was also known for his enormous heart 
and his devotion to his family. The father of a 
seriously disabled son, Lou Papan was well 
known along Highway 80 as he commuted be-
tween Sacramento and Millbrae, making a 
point of being home every night to help his 
wife Irene with the added complexities of life 
parents of seriously ill children often face. 
John died in 1981 at the age of 21 and it is 

doubtful that Lou Papan ever regretted a sin-
gle highly publicized speeding ticket he re-
ceived. Those tickets earned him the nick-
name ‘‘Leadfoot Lou.’’ 

This personal dedication translated into pub-
lic and private activities geared to helping 
other families facing similar challenges. The 
creation of ‘‘John’s Closet,’’ a unique organiza-
tion that collected clothing for disabled and 
poor children, was but one example of how 
Lou Papan shouldered his community’s con-
cerns in order to help make everyone’s life 
just a little better. 

Madam Speaker, Lou Papan was born in 
Springfield, Massachussetts, as Elias 
Papandricoupolos. His parents were Greek im-
migrants and his own name was accidentally 
changed to ‘‘Louis’’ by a doctor who did not 
recognize the original name on a form. Lou 
Papan spoke only Greek when he began ele-
mentary school. 

As a young man, Lou Papan served in the 
U.S. Army. Family lore has it that fellow sol-
diers kidded the young man about the length 
of his last name, saying that the 16 letters 
nearly wrapped all the way around his helmet. 
He later earned a degree in economics from 
Syracuse University and during the Korean 
War, was an officer in the Air Force. He then 
went to Georgetown Law School. His govern-
ment service continued with the FBI, which 
sent him to San Francisco where he met his 
wife and where he settled. 

Madam Speaker, Lou Papan left the FBI to 
embark on a business career that was highly 
successful in banking, insurance and real es-
tate. He was a co-founder of the Peninsula 
Bank of Commerce. His first elected office 
was as a member of the Daly City Council. In 
1972, he took the leap to the California State 
Assembly. 

Lou Papan’s political career is full of dy-
namic successes as well as controversial 
emotions. His legacy is one of ‘‘hardball poli-
tics’’ in which legislators were strongly encour-
aged to support the political policies of their 
party. Known as ‘‘The Enforcer’’ for his ability 
to shepherd votes, Lou Papan’s shadow was 
cast large in Sacramento, over both oppo-
nents and supporters. 

His political goal to become a State Senator 
was never realized, although he tried on two 
occasions. Madam Speaker, this gregarious, 
sometimes garrulous politician left the State 
Assembly in 1986 to run for State Senate. He 
failed in that effort, but in 1996, he easily re-
captured his former Assembly seat. As a foot-
note to his legislative legacy, Lou Papan be-
came one of the longest-serving politicians in 
recent California history, having served time 
both before and after voters approved term 
limits. As the Chairman of the powerful As-
sembly Rules Committee, Lou Papan wielded 
considerable power over the day-to-day activi-
ties of the California Legislature. His position 
and political style often resulted in decidedly 
mixed reviews, but almost everyone agreed 
that he was an effective leader. 

It was during his Assembly tenure that the 
California Capitol Building was renovated and 
upgraded through a six-year, $67 million effort. 
A plaque bearing his name testifies to his suc-
cessful oversight of that project. 

Madam Speaker, it is difficult to capture a 
life of public service in these few short words, 
but let me say that during his 20-year career 
in the California Assembly, Lou Papan cham-
pioned the causes of children, including legis-

lation to improve public instruction for disabled 
students, require reporting of child and elder 
abuse and establishment of childcare centers 
for families with business before the courts. 
He also authored legislation to help firefighters 
suffering from life-threatening illnesses as a 
result of exposure to toxic chemicals on the 
job. Lou Papan played a key role in estab-
lishing and expanding California’s public trans-
portation agencies, carried legislation to en-
sure reliability of regional water delivery sys-
tems, and submitted bills aimed at encour-
aging conservation and recycling, among 
many other contributions. Lou Papan also 
served as the Chairman of the Banking and 
Finance Committee, where he spearheaded 
efforts to support independent banking institu-
tions. 

In 1996 he was granted the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor given by the National Ethnic 
Coalition of Organizations to ethnic Americans 
who have made significant contributions to this 
country. 

In another effort to recognize his public 
service, the California Legislature renamed a 
section of Highway 1, from the Daly City bor-
der south through the City of Pacifica along 
the scenic coast, as the ‘‘Louis J. Papan High-
way.’’ He is given credit for successfully secur-
ing funding to purchase beachfront property in 
Pacifica for the State Parks system. 

Madam Speaker, Lou Papan lived a big, at 
times boisterous life. His dedication to public 
service speaks for itself and his impact on the 
people and politics of California are now part 
of history. He is survived by his daughters 
Virgina ‘‘Gina’’ Papan and Diane Papan, son- 
in-law Dan Latini and granddaughter Alexa 
Papan Latini. 

His daughter Gina says her dad ‘‘was the 
real deal.’’ Madam Speaker, I agree whole-
heartedly with that assessment. Lou Papan 
was a unique and dynamic personality who 
made his mark on his home, his county, his 
state and his country. I urge my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing the contributions of this fellow poli-
tician and servant of the public. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PAUL 
WORKMAN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my good friend Paul Workman who 
was named the Small Business Administra-
tion’s Financial Services Champion of the 
Year for the State of Nevada. 

Paul, who serves as Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Director of Sales for Business Bank 
Nevada, has worked in the banking industry 
for more than 30 years. Paul’s experiential un-
derstanding of the banking world has led him 
to become an integral component of the Busi-
ness Bank of Nevada leadership team. Busi-
ness Bank of Nevada, considered one of the 
best performing independent banks in Nevada 
and throughout the country, operates through 
7 branch offices in the state, Loan Production 
Offices in Arizona, and is in its 12th year of 
operation. 

In addition to his professional work, Paul 
has remained active in civic endeavors for the 
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past 3 decades. He was the president of Busi-
ness Watch Network and the Paradise Valley 
Lions Club. Paul also serves on the Board of 
Directors for SafeNest, the Boulder Dam Area 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, and the 
Police Athletic League of Southern Nevada. 
Paul has also served on the Governor’s Com-
mission on Nuclear Projects and the City of 
Las Vegas Audit Oversight Committee. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor my 
good friend Paul Workman. His contributions 
to both the Nevada business and civic com-
munities are commendable and I wish him 
continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MAURY DOBBIE 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the entrepreneurial spirit of 
Mrs. Maury Dobbie and congratulate her on 
receiving the Small Business Administration’s 
Women in Business Champion Award. 

At the age of 19 Mrs. Dobbie started her 
first business and began a life of entrepre-
neurship that would eventually lead to the es-
tablishment of five different companies. Mrs. 
Dobbie currently owns MediaTech Produc-
tions, a multimedia production company in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. 

Over the years, Mrs. Dobbie has served as 
President of the Women’s Economic Develop-
ment Council and has garnered recognition 
from a number of prestigious organizations. In 
2005, Mrs. Dobbie was recognized as the 
Businesswoman of the Year by Office Depot 
in its annual recognition of the nine top busi-
nesswomen in the nation. She has also been 
honored as the first female recipient of the 
Emerging Entrepreneur Award in northern Col-
orado and was named the Woman Leader of 
Excellence in 1995. I am particularly im-
pressed by Mrs. Dobbie’s establishment of the 
Young Women of the West program. This pro-
gram fosters entrepreneurship among female 
high school students and encourages these 
young women to begin their own businesses. 

Mrs. Dobbie currently serves as the Chief 
Executive Officer of Northern Colorado Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. In her role 
as CEO, Mrs. Dobbie dedicates her time to 
strengthening existing employers, supporting 
expansion projects and marketing northern 
Colorado to new employers. Prior to her ap-
pointment as CEO, she served as both a 
board member and chairperson of this organi-
zation. 

In addition to her many professional accom-
plishments, Mrs. Dobbie has selflessly dedi-
cated her time and talents by serving on the 
boards of a number of civic organizations in-
cluding the United Way, Rotary and Hope 
Lives Cancer Center. She has also served on 
the advisory board of Front Range Community 
College. As a second degree black belt, Mrs. 
Dobbie has even earned a spot on the U.S. 
Olympic Taekwondo team. Mrs. Dobbie is 
married to Steve Dobbie and has two grown 
children. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Mrs. Dobbie in Congress. Her entrepreneur-
ship and commitment to strengthening the 

economy of northern Colorado are a dem-
onstration of the American spirit and a testa-
ment to the American dream. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the varied 
accomplishments of Mrs. Maury Dobbie. 

f 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1867) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 
2010 for the National Science Foundation, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Chairman, lately it seems 
as if science itself has been under attack. This 
Administration seems determined to choose 
policies that fly in the face of scientific con-
sensus. They have ignored science on the 
issue of stem cell research, abstinence-only 
education, and mercury pollution. On climate 
change, the White House went one step fur-
ther. The Bush Administration hired a Big Oil 
lobbyist to edit documents produced by cli-
mate scientists in an effort make climate 
change science seem less certain. These acts 
have caused some in the scientific community 
to lose faith in our government. 

I believe H.R. 1867, the National Science 
Foundation Authorization Act of 2007, will help 
restore that trust. The bill will provide $21 bil-
lion for the National Science Foundation over 
the next three years to fund critical scientific 
research. 

Mr. Chairman, I have seen how crucial this 
funding can be right in my own district. The 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Colum-
bia University, a key unit of the Earth Institute 
at Columbia University, has worked in partner-
ship with the National Science Foundation to 
facilitate new discoveries and fundamental 
breakthroughs in Earth, Ocean and Atmos-
pheric Sciences that are critical for advancing 
the understanding of the Earth’s dynamic sys-
tems. 

This work has allowed for a better under-
standing of volcanoes, earthquakes, and geo-
logic faults. Lamont Doherty has also furthered 
our understanding of the effects of global 
warming by mapping massive sub-glacial 
lakes in Antarctica and studying their role in 
the loss of ice sheets. The Observatory has 
also developed new geochemical techniques 
to allow the mapping of past ice sheets which 
will help us better understand how the ice 
sheets on Greenland and Western Antarctica 
will react to increased global temperatures. 

Now, more than ever, it is essential we in-
crease our understanding of how our planetary 
systems interact and function as a whole. By 
providing the funds the NSF needs, we are in-
vesting in research vital to our national inter-
ests. Hopefully, we are also sending a signal 
to the scientific community that their work is 
essential to us as policy makers and to us as 
Americans. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

LEE HOOD, RECIPIENT OF THE 
2006–2007 SCIENCE EDUCATION AD-
VOCATE AWARDS 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Lee Hood 
for the many accomplishments he has made 
in his work with science and biotechnology. In 
April, Mr. Hood was awarded the 2006–2007 
Washington State LASER Science Education 
Advocate Award for an individual. 

The Science Education Advocate Award is 
given to individuals and organizations who ex-
hibit outstanding advocacy for science edu-
cation among the general public, or in the 
education system. Mr. Hood has repeatedly 
shown that he is an advocate for science edu-
cation and has put into action his belief that 
academics have four major responsibilities: 
scholarship, education, transfer of knowledge 
to society, and community leadership. 

Mr. Hood is the director of The Institute for 
Systems Biology in Seattle. In 1992, he 
helped establish the University of Washing-
ton’s Department of Molecular Biotechnology. 
In addition, he helped to establish several 
other programs at the University including the 
Partnership for Inquiry-based Science, and 
The Family Science program. 

Providing quality education is key to in-
creasing America’s competitiveness and cre-
ating a skilled, 21st century workforce. Today, 
Mr. Hood is helping to give our students the 
opportunity to excel in scientific studies by en-
couraging the scientific community to support 
quality science education. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Mr. Lee Hood for his outstanding work as an 
advocate for science education. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating Mr. 
Hood on this great achievement. 

f 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1867) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal years 2008, 2009, 2010 
for the National Science Foundation, and for 
other purposes: 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
to support the McNerney-Giffords amendment. 
This amendment establishes a new competi-
tive grants program specifically for Hispanic- 
serving Institutions at the National Science 
Foundation. 

I would like to thank Representative 
MCNERNEY and Representative GIFFORDS for 
their leadership in offering this amendment, 
which will increase opportunities for so many 
undergraduate students. This amendment will 
focus attention on the need to involve more 
Hispanic students in the science field by cre-
ating a specific program for Hispanic-serving 
Institutions to receive infrastructure develop-
ment funding. 
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